But God Was With Joseph (Genesis 39:7-23 Read Vs. 20-23) 

Proposition: Every child of God can flourish under persecuting 
conditions by following the three instructions derived from our 
text. 

I. Have A Godly Character In The Midst Of False Charges. (Vs. 
7-20) 

A. A Godly Character Renounces Sin (Vs. 8) 

B. A Godly Character Remembers The Sovereign (Vs. 8-9) 

C. A Godly Character Removes Self (Vs. 12) 

D. A Godly Character Still Runs Into Slander (Vs. 13-20) 

II. Have A God Confidence In The Middle Of Fettered 
Confinement (Vs. 21) 

A. Have Confidence In God's Attendance (Vs. 21a) 

B. Have Confidence In God's Affection (Vs. 21b-c) 

C. Have Confidence In God's Acquittal (Vs. 21d) 

III. Have A God Consciousness In The Moment Of Favored 
Circumstance (Vs. 22-23) 

A. Serve For God In Acquired Circumstances (Vs. 22) 

B. Show Forth God In All Circumstances (Vs. 23) 

C. Stand For God In Advantaged Circumstances 
(Ch. 41:14-16; 25) 
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1). ...to learn what once happened there to Obadiah Holmes. In 
1651, Holmes was arrested for preaching Baptist doctrine in 
nearby Lynn, Massachusetts. He was taken to Boston 
Commons, stripped to the waist, and tied to a whipping post. 
He later wrote: As the man began to lay the strokes upon my 
back, I said to the people, Though my flesh should fail, yet God 
would not fail. So it pleased the Lord to come in and fill my 
heart and tongue, and with an audible voice I broke forth 
praying unto the Lord not to lay this sin to their charge. The 
suffering wasn't wasted. The whipping of Obadiah Holmes 
deeply impacted Henry Dunster, president of Harvard, and led 
to the organization of Boston's first Baptist Church. 

2) ...many a persecuted potential martyr that has recanted, 
renounced, and rescinded their faith when coming under the 
load of persecution. Thank God, He can interrupt our 
persecutions. The account of the persecution and slander 
brought against Joseph can teach us that every child of God 
can flourish under persecuting conditions by following the 
three instructions derived from our text. 

3) ...Percentage points of pornography use among the people of 
God are at an all time peak. Remember persecution comes to 
those that are doing right not doing wrong. We have such a 
desperate need for Godly character that I want us to see what 
a godly character looks tike. 

4) Mark 8:34 (Jesus said) Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. Matthew 
5:29 & 30 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out... if thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it off, ... 

5) ...but it seems like the whole world is against me! Well like 
Joseph here... 

6) Romans 8:31 ...If God be for us, who can be against us? 


1) "No evils which men can inflict can shut out the presence 
and favor of God from those who trust in him; and a 
servant in a dungeon may be more happy than a king on 
his throne " 

2) ...word concerning His presence: Isaiah 43:2 When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. The Jewish 
church was under tremendous persecution and pressure 
to renounce their faith in Christ. Yet in the book of 
Hebrews we read "Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: 
for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. " 

3) Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

4) Psalms 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 

5) Psalms 105:17-22 He sent a man before them, even 
Joseph, who was sold for a servant: Whose feet they hurt 
with fetters: he was laid in iron: Until the time that his 
word came: the word of the LORD tried him. The king 
sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let 
him go free. He made him lord of his house, and ruler of 
all his substance: To bind his princes at his pleasure; and 
teach his senators wisdom. 

6) Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 
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1) 1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not unto men; 

2) Ephesians 6:5-6 Servants, be obedient to them that are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; Not 
with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 


3) ...result of the favor of his God. Show forth God in every 
circumstance. Be God conscience! 


4) ...can help your self." What did he do? He remembered 
the God that interrupted his lowest point in prison and 
that had shown Him favor in the most difficult of 
circumstances and said (Vs 16, 25) 


